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WORLD  WOOL  SITUATION  December  16,  1929 


PR  1  CBS  TRADE  AND  COI-TSuMPTIOH  SUPPLY 

Domestic  Wool  prices  made  further  declines  during  the  past  month 
following  the  weakening  in  foreign  markets.    Prices  in  Bradford  and  Australia 
had  advanced,  rapidly  after  the  announcement  of  the  7>%  per  cent  curtailment 
in  Australian  offerings  but  by  December  ftth  prices  had  receded  slightly  in 
London  and  Sustralia  although  they  were  still  mostly  above  October  levels. 
New  Zealand  .vool  prices  also  declined  at  the  Wellington  sales. 

Domestic  .vools  des lined  1  to  3  cents  a  pound  on  a  grease  basis  at 
Boston  and  from  1  to  6  cents  on  a  scoured  basis  during  the  month,  with  most 
of  the  decline  taking  place  during  the  first  week  of  December.    The  greatest 
decline  was  in  3/8  blcod  strictly  combing  which  Was  3  cents  lover  on  a  grease 
basis  and  6.5  cents  lowor  on  a  scoured  basis.     Three-eights  blood  clothing 
wools  declined  5  cents  on  a  scoured  basis. 

lew  Zealand  wools  at  Boston  declined  from  2  to  bh  cents  a  pound  ex- 
cept 56s  to  58s  which  declined  7§-  cents  and  58s  which  were  11  cents  below 
the  price  on  November  2.     Australian  .vools  were  mostly  unchanged  at  Boston 
except  64s  to  70s  which  were  from  !§■  to  3+  cents  higher  and  56s  which  de- 
clined 1-f  cents  during  the  month.     South  American  Wools  declined  1  to  3 
cents  a  pound  grease  basis. 

Receipts  of  wool  at  3oston  during  November  were  about  1  million 
pounds  less  than  last  year.    From  Janaary  1  to  December  1  receipts  totaled 
197  million  pounds  compared  with.  203  million  last  year  and  220  million 
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pounds  in  1927.    Imports  of  combing  and  clothing  rools  ./ere  over  1  million 
pounds  greater  than  last  year  for  tho  month  of  October  .and  11  million  pounds 
greater  for  the  period  January  1  to  October  31. 

Denies  tic  consumption  of  wool  on  a  grease  basis  amounted  to  59  million 
pounds  in  October  compared  with  £1  million  pounds  last  year  and  50  milli, 
pounds  during  September  1929.    The  quantity  of  combing  and  clothing  ./ool 
consumed  "during  October  ./as  the  highest  for  any  month  since  May  1923. 

Continental  markets  were  active  during  the  first  half  of  November 
especially  tops  and  noils  but  r/ere  less  active  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  month.     Stocks  of  tops  held  in  commission  combing  establishments  on 
December  1  amounted  to  52  million  pounds  or  about  7  millions  less  than 
November  1,  1929  and  about  6  millions  greater  than  on  December  1,  1928. 

Wool  production  in  ten  countries  .vhich  usually  produce  3/4  of  the 
world's  clip  exclusive  of  Russia  and  China,  is  estimated  as  about  2,439 
million  pounds  or  .bout  5  million  pounds  greater  than  the  large  clip  of 
last  year.    Supplies  for  this  season,  including  carryover  in  primary 
markets,  ore  estimated  as  about  1.5  per  cent  greater  than  last  year. 

Prices'  TftmostMn 

November  -/as  a  quiet  month  in  the  .vccl  market,  according  to'R.  L. 
aurrus,  of  the  Boston  Wool  Office  of  the  Department  of  agriculture 
Early  in  the  month  there  was  some  scattered  trading  on  fairly  large  quan- 
lZ    !S  °t ,       j  ;;ools  but  nost  of  the  transactions  v/ere  moderate  tc  small, 
rractically  all  of  the  business  ./as  restricted  to  quantities  needed  for 

month^n^/  •??  i°T  °r^rS  °f  tops'  yarns  or  cloth  on  th0  boo<"-  The 
ZTllntl  It  71f  th°  *****  duU  and  V:ilu5S  certain.     Quotations  at 
the  close  werg  largely  nominal  owing  to  the  absence  of  trading  or  inquiry. 
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Fine  wools  unchanged 

The  bulk  of  the  business  on  domestic  wools  transacted  during  "November 
was  on  the  64s  and  finer  qualities.    Fleece  wools  of  this  grade  were  very 
quiet.    A  few  small  lots  of  Territory  64s  and  finer  strictly  combing  have 
been  sold  during  the  month  at  87-90  cents,  scoured  basis.    Host  of  the  demand 
was  on  the  original  bag  western  grown  fine  wools.    The  bulk  of  the  offerings 
of  64s  and  finer  original  bag  lines  moved  at  80-85  cunts,  scoured  basis,  for 
bulk  good  French  combing  staple.    An  occasional  line  containing  some  strictly 
combing  staple  realized  slightly  above  this  range  but  on  the  other  hand  there 
Was  a  considerable  volume  of  short  combing  fine  original  bag  wools  that 
realized  loss  than  80  cents,  scoured  basis.    Several  sales  of  Texas  12-months 
wools  were  closed  at  prices  in  the  range  83-85  cents,  scoured  basis,  for  the 
choice  staple.    Very  little  58s,  60s  wool  of  either  the  Fleece  or  Territory 
lines  has  been  moved  during  llovember  except  in  the    case  of  Territory  original 
bag  lines  that  contained  some  staple  of  this  grade.    The  market  values  of  58- 
60s,  64s  and  finer  have  been  about  on  trie  same  level  and  fairly  steady. 

Medium  wools  lower 

The  market  on  48s,  50s  and  56s  domestic  wools  has  been  slow  and  values 
have  been  very  much  unsettled  with  the  tendency  sf  quotations  steadily  down- 
ward.   Actual  sales  on  these  two  grades  have  really  been  too  few  and  of 
quantities  too  small  to  use  as  a  basis  for  quotations.    Prices  quoted  represented 
in  most  cases  figures  owners  hoped  to  obtain,  or  in  seme  cases,,  figures  at  which 
the  wools  wore  actually  available.    Very  few  buyers,  however,  V70.ro  interested 
in  purchasing  during  this  period  even  at  the  lower  figures  quoted. 

The  unsettled  markets  in  South  America  have  been  a  large  factor  in 
the  lack  of  interest  in  domestic  medium  wools.    The  celling  season  in  South 
America  appears  to  have  been  slow  in  getting  under  way  and  demand  from  the 
European  countries  has  been  rather  lighter  than  usual.    The  opening  quotations 
have  been  much  lower  than  a  year  ago,  but  this  factor  as  yet  seems  to  have  had 
little  influence  in  stimulating  demand.    A  few  Orders,  most  of  them  small, 
have  been  placed  by  domestic  manufacturers  for  import  of  South  American  cross- 
bred wools.    Some  of  the  orders  were  filled  but  brokers  wore  unable  to  execute 
many  of  the  orders  because  the  limits  wore  lower  than  South  American  holders  wculo 
accept.    Spot  offerings  of  South  American  wools  on  this  market  were  very  light 
and  there  was  only  a  very  small  demand  for  these  wools  at  prices  somewhat  above 
the  level  quoted  on  offerings  for  import. 

Little  interest  has  been  shown  in  offerings  of  Australian  wools  for 
import.    A  few  orders  have  been  placed  on  merino  wools  both  of  Australian  and 
South  African  offerings,  but  the  business  has  been  smaller  than  usual. 
Private  cable  reports  to  members  of  the  wool  trade  have  indicated,  however, 
that  the  markets  on  fine  wools  abroad  have  been  -somewhat  firmer. 
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Market  for  pulled  wooJLs  dull 

The  market  on  woolen  wools  has  been  mostly  dull.    A  little  "business 
v/as  transacted  o  n  5 '  pulled  wools  "but  prices  wore' weak.    Quotations  on  all 
grades  of  pulled  wools  v/ere'Iower  at  the  close  than  at  the  "beginning  of  the 
month.    "Very  little  "business  v/as  transacted  on  scoured  clothing  wools  and 
quotations  have  eased  steadily. 

ITeils  market  ste ad i e s 


The  noil  market  has  "been  quite  unsettled  during  the  greater  part  of 
November  but  during  the  close  of  the  month  conditions  showed  a  somewhat 
steadier  tendency.    A  few  moderate  quantities  of  fine  noils  were  taken  out 
of  the  market • 

Tops  show  further  declines 

The  volume  of  new/  business  on  tops  has  been  very  small  and  quotations 
showed  a  further  decline.    The  bulk  of  the  business  placed  was  cn  64s ' and  5Cs 
counts.    Gil  combed  64s  of  good  staple  declined  to  $1.10-1.12  from  the  previous 
selling  price  of  around  $1.15.    A  similar  decline  took  place  in  prices  en 
50s  oil  combed  tops  with  selling  prices  at  the  close  of  the  month  in  the  range 
$1.10-1.12  per  pound.    Little,  demand  v/as  received  during  the  month  on  the 
short  staple  dry  combed  64s  top.    Although  new  business  on  tops  has  been  very 
slow,  almost  negligible  in  volume,  deliveries  on  old  contracts  have  been  good. 
The  volume  of  deliveries,  however,  has  shown  seme  recession. 

WOOL:    Price  per  pound  at  Boston,  December  1920  and  October 
November  and  December  1929 


Orade 


64s.  70s.  60s  (fine) 

Strict  1  v  comb ing_ 

Ohio  and  similar  grease 

Fleece  scotircd   

Territory  scoured   

56s  (3/6  blood) 

Strictly  combing 

Ohio  and  similar  grease 

Fleece  scoured   

Territory  scoured 

46s  flow  1/4  blood) 

Strictly  combing 

Ohio." and  similar  grcaso 

Fleece  scoured   

Territory  scoured   


•  •  •  •  • 


192: 
Dec  8 


Cent: 


46 
110-115 
112-115 


55 
100-105 
102-107 


46-  49 
82-  87 
87-  90 


Oct  5 
Cents 


38 
90-93 
38-93 


45-46 
85-88 
88-92 


33-39 
63-66 
65-70 


1929 


Dec 


Cents 


36-37 
83-90 
87-89 


44-45 

85-S7 
85-90 


38-39 
63-65 
65-70 


Cents 


35-36 
85-83 
85-87 


41-42 
78-83 
33-85 


3S-39 
63-65 
65-68 


Compiled  from  weekly  Uarket  News  Reports  of  the  Boston  Office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
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Prices:  Foreign 

New  Zealand  wool  sales 

Wool  prices  were  about  two  cents  a  pound  lower  at  the  Wellington 
wool-  sales  on  December  6  than  at  the  Auckland  sales  on  November  25  accord- 
ing to  a  cable  received  from  Consul  Cochran  at  Wellington.    The  wools 
offered  were  bright  and. clear  but  mostly  tender,  thin  and  wasty.  About 
23,000  bales  of  wool  were  cataloged  and  75  per  cent  of  this  sold,  chiefly 
to  Bradford.     The  Continent  bought  limited  quantities  and  America  took 
small  amounts  of  the  best  wools.     Withdrawals  were  quite  heavy. 

The  London  Colonial  wool  sales' 

The  London  wool  sales  opened  on  November  19'  with  137,000  bales  of 
wool  available,  of  which  approximately  75,000  bales  were  Australian  and 
48,000  bales  were  from  New  Zealand. '   About  80  per  cent,  of  the  wools  cata- 
loged were  sold.    The  Continent  was  the  principal  purchaser  and  took 
59,500  bales.     The  United  Kingdom  purchased  48,500  bales  and  the  United 
States  took  1,000  bales  of  which  500  bales  were  New  Zealand  sliped  wools. 
The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  wool  cataloged  and  sold  by 
countries  at  the  six  auctions  held  in'  London  during  1929. 

LONDON  COLONIAL  WOOL  SALES:     Quantity,  cf  wool  cataloged  and 

sold  at  London  in  ]f929 


Country  :   Wool  auctions  closing  on  

  "     ,  :  Jan  30  :  Mar  21,:  May  15  :  July  23:  Oct  4     :■    Dec  4 

:    Bales  :  Bales  :  Bales  :    Bales  :    Bales  :'  Bales 

Wool  cataloged  by:  :  :  .  •  ■               :  : 

Australia  :  :  .  :              :  ; 

New  South  Wales  :  27,257   :  8,805.:  9,474  s   14,856':   18,573   :  '27,700 

Victoria  ...   :  12,700  }  11,574  ;  12,040   :  12,918   :  20,-223   :  15,000 

Queensland  .   ;  15,824   :  4,603.:  3,713   :     8,893   :  16,920  :  15,870 

West  Australia  .  :  11,883   :  7,114  ;.  7,244::    3,732  :    4,250  :  10,600 

South  -Australia  :  5,316  :  3,084  :  3,561  :    4,071  :    7,200  :  5,600 

Tasmania   :  92  :  1,019   :  1,621  :        585  :        461  :  100 

Total   :  73  ,  077   :  36,199   :  37  ,  653   :  45,055  :  67  ,  627  :  74.870 

New  Zealand   :~~23,829   :  39,140   :  44,810  :  32, 904~T~46,~579   :  47,550 

Cape    :  3,527  :  2,911  :  2,506  :     1,727  :    3 , 100  :  4,050 

South  American  ..  :  1,039  :  19,716  :  27,557   :  20,528  :  24,784  :  4,000 

All  other    :  1,386  :  1,059  :  1,431  ;        932  :     1,213   :  6,530 


Total    :102,858  :  99,025  :  113,957  : 101, 146  :143,303  :137,000 

Wool  sold  to:  :  j  ■    "  j  j  ~ 

Continent   ..  :  49,^00  :  43,000  :  52,000  :  43,500  :  59,000  :  59,500 

United  Kingdom  .  :  31,000  :  36,500  :  39,500  :  31,000  :  45,000  :  48,500 

United  States  ..  :    2,000  :    4,000  :  :  :    5,000  :  1,000 

 Total    :  82,000  :  83,500  :  91,500  :  74,500  : 109,000  :109,000 
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The  London  wool  sales  closed  on  December  4  with  greasy  merinos  mostly 
5  to  10  per  cent  higher  and  fine  crossbreds  10  per  cent  higher  than  at  the 
close  of  thii  previous  sales  on  October  4.    Sliped  v,t  ols,  medium  and  lev; 
grasy  crossbreds  and  all  scoured  wools  were  mostly  unchanged,  except  Hew 
Zealand  sco'urcd  crossbreds  which  we're  5  to  7  l/2  per  cent  lower,  Punta 
Arenas  wools  were  5  per  cent  higher  but  Cape  wools  were  barely  steady.  The 
following  tabic  shows  the  prices  of  wool  by  grades  at  the  close  of  the 
auctions  in  December  compared  with  the  close  of  the  previous  5  sales  this 
year  and  the  December  sales  in  1928  and  1927. 


LOIIDOTT  WOOL  SaLDS :    Price  s  at  closing  of  the  wool  auctions  reported 
on  basis  of  the  Official  Standards  of  the  United  States  for 


grac 

ies  of  wool  (on 

secured 

basis ) 

:  1927  : 

1928 

IS 

29 

United  States 
grades 

'  Doc  13  : 

Dec  5 

[Jan  30 

•  Lar  21:May  15 : 

July  23; 

Oct  4 

:  Doc  4 

Cents  [ 

Cents 

'C^nts  : 

Ctmts 

; Cents  : 

Cents  ■ 

CehtS 

:  Cents 

70s    \ 

99.4  ; 

87.2 

\  87.2  : 

83.1 

:  79.1  : 

71.0 

58.8  • 

59.8 

64s   

89.2  ; 

83.1 

\   80.1  • 

77.0 

:  73.0  : 

64.9: 

53.7 

.  56.8 

60s   

83.1  : 

80.1 

1  75.0 

:  72.0 

:  66.9  : 

oUiO  ' 

43.7 

:  54.7 

58s   

7o.i  ; 

73.0 

|  69.9 

:  64.9 

:  60.8  : 

56.8  : 

46.6 

50.7 

56s   

73.0  I 

69.9 

\  66.9 

60.8 

:   56.8  : 

52.7  • 

44.6 

47*6 

50s   

48.7  ; 

51.7 

\  50.2 

44.6 

:  43.6  : 

40 . 6 

.  36.5 

58.0 

48s   . .... 

44 . 6  [ 

47.6 

46.6 

42.6 

:  40.6  : 

38.5 

:  35.5 

36.5 

46s  ..... 

.42.6  \ 

45.6 

\  43 . 5 

41.6 

:  39.5  : 

37.5 

.  34.5 

35 .5 

44s  ..... 

\     40.6  | 

44.6 

\  42.6 

39.5 

:  39.5  : 

54.5 

.  34.5 

35.5 

40s  

'     39.5  \ 

42.6 

41.6 

•  38.5 

:  38.5  : 

38.5 

:  33.4  - 

:  34.5 

36s    ■ 

38.5  : 

42.6 

4.0*6  • 

:■  37.5 

:  27.5  : 

37.5  . 

33.4 

34.5 

Tabulated  from  report; 
at  London. 


of  E.  A»  Foley,  United  States  Agricultural  Commissioner 


Trade  and  Consumption:    Domestic  , 

Receipts  at  Boston  Lower 

The  quantity  of  domestic  wool  arriving  at  Boston  during  November  was 
over  1  million  pounds  lues  than  last  year.    The  receipts  of  domestic  wool  du- 
ring Dover  lb  ;r  were  8.202,000  pounds  compared  ,/ith  9,522,000  pounds  during 
November  1926  and  8,972,000  pounds  in  November  1927. 


The  receipts  of  wool  at  boston  from  January  1  to  November  30,  were 
slightly  less  than  for  the  first  11  months  of  1920  and  amounted  to  197  million 
pounds  as  against  203  million  pounds  in  1920  and  220  million  pounds  in  1927. 


The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  of 
from  1927  to  date. 


lomcstic  wool  at  Boston  bv  months 
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Y,r00L,  DOMESTIC:    Receipts  at  Boston,  by  months,  January 
1927  -  November  1929 


Month 

:  1927 

:  1928 

1929  ly 

"'    1.000  pounds 

1.000  pounds 

:     I. 000  pounds 

Jan 

:.  6,001 

:          0 , 044 

:  4„532 

Feb 

.            6  577 

6,399 

:  1,836 

HI  a  r 

.  8,600 

;  6,497 

•  .5,738 

4r>r 

9  522 

fl  138 

>  ,6,442 

:          17;,  938 

:  25,843. 

:  16,108 

.  June 

;  46,106 

t  50,083 

:          40 j 094 

.  July 

55,877 

:    :.  51,346 

56,370 

Aug  ! 

:  29,891 

:        25,802  : 

32,377 

Sept 

11,799 

7,156 

16,233 

Oct  : 

9,033  ; 

4,590 

9,171 

Ilov  i 

8,972  : 

9,322 

>            8 , 202 

Dec 

8,794  • 

7,293  , 

:  8,202 

Compiled  from  weekly  reports  of  the  Boston  wool  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics. 
1/  Preliminary 

Machinery  activity  greater 

The  Census  Bureau  report  of 'the  activity  of  wool  machinery  during 
October  1929  showed  considerable  increases  over  September  both  in  the  actual 
number  of  hours  that  machines  were  in  operation  and  in  the  per  cent  of  the 
maximum  single  shift  capacity,  exceiot  for  combs  which  were  less  active  on  a 
percentage  basis  than  last  month.    The  greatest  increase  in  activity  was  in 
carpet  and  rug  looms  which  wore  5  per  cent  more  active  than  last  month, 
based  on  pur  cent  of  maximum  single  shift  capacity.    The  table  on  the  follow- 
ing P'»ge  compares  the  activity  of  wool  machinery  during  September  and  October 
1929  and  October  1926. 

Imports  greater  than  last  year 

Imports  of  wool  into  the  United  Status  from  January  1  to  October  31, 
were  considerably  greater  than  last  year,  and  amounted  to  238  million  pound's 
compared  with  205  million  pounds  during  the  first  ten  months  of  1928.  Carpet 
wool  imports  showed  the  greatest  increase  and  wore  22  million  pounds  greater 
than  last  year.    Imports  of  combing  wools  were  about  11  million  pounds 
greater  than  last  year  but  clothing  wool  imports  wore  practically  the  same  as 
a  year  ago. 

Imports  of  combing,  and  clothing  wools  during  October  were  1  million 
pounds  greater  than  in  October • 1928 ,  amounting  to  5,640,000  pounds  this  year 
as  against  4,412,000  pounds  last  year.    Carpet  wool  imports  wore  much  less 
than  in  October  last  year,  amounting  to  15,615,000  pounds  compared  with 
16,017,000  pounds  in  1928. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  imports  of  combing,  qlo thing  and 
carpet  wools  into  the  United  States  during  October  1928  and  1929  d&d  for  the 
first  ton  months  of  192S  and  1929. 
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Wool  machinery  activity  in  the  United  States  during 
October  1928,  and  September  and  October  1929 


'wool 


Total  number  of  hours 
machines  were  active 


Percentage  of  total; 

machinery  active  : 
at  some  time  daring 
month. 


machinery  . 

Sept 

;  Oct 

:  Sept 

Oct  : 

Sept  : 

Oct  : 

* 

1928 

1  1929 

1928 

1  1929 

1928  J 

1929 

'  1929 

'  1,000 

'   1,000  : 

1,000  : 

Per 

Per  : 

Per  : 

Per  ! 

Par  : 

Per 

hours 

hours  • 

hoars 

cent  : 

cent  : 

cent  : 

cent  5 

cent  ! 

c  e  nt 

Kj  rXJ.  UOi  t  >  ■•  i| 

1,457 

.  1,304s 

.  1,156! 

60. 0 

:  73.9  • 

72.1  ; 

92.6  ! 

84.6 

:  82.8 

C  omb  s ..... . 

:  496; 

543 

:  494; 

70.7 

:  71.3 

72.6 

•  62.1  ; 

91,0  ; 

94.3 

Spindles:'  ■ 

Woolen. . . . ; 

455,219 

405,662 

355,068: 

78.0 

:  69.2  ■ 

•  63. S  - 

68.1  ; 

78.0  < 

76.7 

Worsted . . .  • 

387, C 32 

411,289; 

351,875 

66.2 

:  67.4 

•  66.7 

•  63.2  : 

71.8 

:  69.5 

Looms :  « 

Wide  l/. .  .  • 

8,558 

8,147- 

7,189. 

59.9 

;  56.6 

55.8  ; 

67 . 3 

-  65.0 

.  64.3 

Narrow  2/  • 

2,103 

1,985 

;  1,686 

66.0 

:  62.8 

:  61.4 

65.  8 

66.0  .. 

■  63.0 

karpet  • 

and  rug . . « 

1,487 

:  1,579; 

1,321* 

:  66 . 5 

,  68.8 

•  65.9 

!  67.0 

:  70.6 

!  65.7 

Percentage  of 
maximum 
single- shift 
capacity 


Compiled  from  the  Reports  of  Active  and  Idle  Wool  Machinery,  issued  monthly 

by  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
l/  Wider  than  50-inch  reed  space.  Zj  50- inch  reed  space  or  less. 


Imports  of  wool  into 
and  total  imports 

the  United  States  during  October  1928  and  1929 
from  January  1  to  October  31,  1926    and  1929 

'Wool 

j  Oct 

;       Jan  1  - 

-  Oct  31 

1928 

1929 

!  1928 

1929 

«.     1,000  • 

1,0C0 

:     1,0  00 

1,000 

:     p cards  . 

ro  and  s 

pounds  ■ 

pounds 

Combing   

.     .     .     .'  :     3,163  • 

3,792 

:  65,253 

•  76,284 

Clothing   

.     .     '.     .   :     1,229  : 

1,848 

:     16,109  < 

16,221 

Total   

.     .     .     ♦  :  4,412 

;  5,644 

•  81,362 

•  92,505 

Carpet  •  . 

.     .     .     .   :  16,017  ; 

13  ,615 

:  123,416  ; 

145,140 

Total   

  20,429 

19,255 

:  204,776  j 

237,645 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


A  preliminary  report  from  the  Boston  wool  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economic s  states  that  the  imports  of  wool  from  January  1  to 
-December  7  into  the  ports  of  Boston,  lTew  Yore  and  Philadelphia  were  as  follows 
Combing  wool  70,548,894  pounds;  clothing  wool  13,890,380  pounds;  and  carpet 
wool  156,018,432  pounds.     Imports  during  the  same  period  in  1328  were  65,999,541 
pounds  of  combing  wool,  12,907,537  pounds  of  clothing  wool  and  136,190,638 
pounds  of  carpet  vool. 
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Wool  consumption  much  higher 

The  consumption  §<$  wool  in  the  United  States  by  mills  reporting 
to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  increased  nearly  20  per  cent  during  October 
and  amounted  to  59,351,974  pounds  (grease  equivalent  )  compared  with 
51,477,103  pounds  last  year  and  49,754,780  pounds  in  September.  1929. 
This  is  the  highest  consumption,  reported  for  any  month  this  year.  About 
56  per  cent  of  the  total  wool  consumption  reported  in  October  was  domes- 
t j.c  combing  and  clothing  wool,   12  per  cent  was  foreign  combing  and  cloth- 
ing wool,  and  30  per  cent  was  carpet  wool.     The  quantity' of  combing  and 
clothing  wool  consumed  during  October  was  the  highest  reported  for  any 
month  since  May  1923  and  amounted  to  42,534,000  pounds  (grease  eouivalent) 
compared  with  35,461,000  pounds  last  month  and  a  five  year  average  for 
October  1924-1928  of  3  6,279,000  pounds.    The  following  table  shows  the 
consumption  of  wool  by  grades  during  September  and  October  and  the  total 
for  January  to  October  1928  and  1929 


WOOL:    Consumption  in  the  United  States,  by  grades, 
for  specified  months,   1928  and  1929  1/ 


Official  standards  of  the 

:        .Oct  . 

:  Sept 

;      Jan  1 

to  Oct  31 

United  States  for  grades 

of  wool 

:  1928 

:  1929' 

•  1929 

:  1928 

:  1929 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:,  1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

"oounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Combing  and  clothing  woo.l- 

64s,  70s  and  80s-  

:  10,703 

15,379 

12,849 

94,271 

121,729 

:  6,767 

:  6,237 

5,619 

51,383 

"  54,575 

56s   . .  ,  •  ;  

:  6,519 

. 6,566 

5,669 

51,490 

56,855 

48s  and  50s   

:  5,733: 

■  5,710 

4,794 

52,062 

49,344 

:  2,282 

2,923 

2,796 

20,648. 

25,289 

Total  combing  and  cloth- 

:  32,004 

36,815. 

31,727: 

269,854. 

307,792 

Carpet  wools   

:  12,680: 

16,045: 

12,712: 

110,611: 

333,464 

Total  all  wools   

:  44,684: 

52,860: 

44,439 : 

380,465: 

441,256 

Compiled  from  data  in  the  "Wool  Consumption  Reports"  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 

17  These  are  totals  of  grease,  scoured  and  pulled  wools,  as 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  and  have  not  been 
reduced  to  a  grease  basis. 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  consurapt ion  of  combing  and 
clothing  wools  increased  38  million  pounds  for  the  first  10  months  of 
1329  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1923.     Of  this  increase, 
28  million  pounds  were  domestic  64s  wools,  5  million  pounds  were  foreign 
58-60 s  wools,   6  million  pounds  were  foreign  56s  wools,  4  million  pounds 
were  foreign  48-50 s  wools  and  5  million  pounds  were  in  wools  grading 
46s  and  lower.    The  greatest  decline  was  in  the  consumption  of  domestic 
48s~50s  wools  which  was  7  million  pounds  less  than  last  year. 


WOOL:     Consumption  in  the  United  States,  by  classes, 
January  -  October  1929  1/ 


Month 

Tot&fl. 

Combing 

:  Clothing 

:  Carpet 

!  Domestic 

:  Foreign 

,  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

!  1,000 

1,000 

p ound  s 

pounds 

:  -pounds 

:  pounds 

p  oun  d  s 

pounds 

47,789 

25,649 

7,005 

14,135 

.  26,640 

21,149 

Feo  .  

41,373 

21,318 

6,716 

•  13,339 

21,273 

20,100 

41,584 

22,416 

6,680 

12,483 

21,367  : 

20,217 

42,776  : 

23,138  : 

6,705 

12,883 

22,659 

20,117 

May  

42,764 

21,962 

6,568 

14,234 

21,482 

21,252 

38,539 

20 , 954 

5,985 

11,600 

20,638 

17,901 

42, 148  . 

23,990 

5,632 

12 , 526 

24,122 

18,026 

Aug   ; 

46,983  : 

27,292 

6,190 

13,501 

27,083 

19,900 

Sept    : 

44,439  . : 

25 , 6  52  ! 

'  6,065 

12,712 

26,313 

16,226 

Oct    : 

52,860  : 

29,365 

•  7,450 

.  16,045 

"  30,569 

22,291 

Compiled  from  monthly  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

If  These  are  totals  of  grease,   scoured  and  pulled  wools,  as  published 

by  the  Bureau  of  the  census,  and  have  not  been  reduced  to  a 

grease  basis. 


Trade  and  Consumption:  Foreign 

Bradford  market  continues  quiet 

The  Bradford  wool  market  is  not  very  active  and  the  demand  for 
.tops  and  yarns  continues  quiet  according  to  a  cable  received  by  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  December  6  from 
Consul  Thomson  at  Bradford.    The  majority  of  manufacturers  are  refrain- 
ing from  heavy  purchases  of  tops  and  yams  until  after  Christ  man  but,  in 
spite  of  competition  for  the  limited  business,  Quotations  for  tops  and 
yarns  are  generally  unchanged. 
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The  output  of  fine  worsted  piece  goods  is  being  maintine.d  tut 
activity  in  the  woolen  industry  is  decreasing  and  there  is  ranch  unemploy- 
ment in  the  heavy  woolen  manufacturing  districts. 

The  total  weight  of  wool  and  tops  passing  through  the  Bradford 
Conditioning  House  during  November  was  considerably  smaller  than  for  the 
past  two  months  of  this  year.    The  quantity  of  wool  tops  conditioned 
was  about  575,000  pounds  less  than  last  month  and  amounted  to  3,763,000 
pounds  compared  with  4 ,337 ,000  pounds  in  October  and  4,320,000  pounds 
in  September.    The  quantity  of  wool  conditioned  amounted  to  553,000 
pounds  or  325,000  pounds  less  than  during  October.    However,  the  Quantity 
of  worsted  yarn  weighed  amounted  to  274,000  pounds  which  is  the  highest 
reported  for  any  month  this  year.    The  table  on  I pkge  17.  shows  the 
quantity  of  wool,  tops  and  yarns  passing  through  the  conditioning  houses 
of  Bradford,  Roubaix,  Tourcoing  and  Verviers  for  the  past  six  months,. 


-TOOL  TOPS  AND  YAM :    Price  per  pound  at  Bradford  on  specified 

dates,  November  1928  -  1929 


:                      64s  1/ 

:                     50s  1/ 

Date 

',  Scoured 
wool 

:  Tops 

:  Worsted 
yarn 
2/48  s 

Scoured 
wool 

:  Tops 

:  Worsted 
:  yarn 
:  2/32s 

Cents 

:  Cents 

:     Cent  s 

Cent  s 

'    Cents  , 

Cent  s 

1928- 

Nov  24 

89.2 

;  99.4 

131.8 

.  52.7 

:  58.8 

83.1 

Dec  24 

89.2 

.  97.3 

127.7 

52.7 

:  57.8 

82.1 

1929- 

Jan  26 

87.2 

:  97.3 

129.7 

:  51.7 

:  59.8 

83.1 

Feb  23 

81. 1 

91.2 

125.7 

48.7 

:  56.8 

80. 1 

Mar  23 

79.1 

'  90.2 

125.7 

46,6 

:  56.6 

78.1 

Apr  23 

78.0 

89.2 

;  125.7 

48.7; 

:  56.8 

78.0 

May  25 

75.0 

85.2 

119  . 6 

45.6' 

54.7 

77.0 

June  25 

74.0 

83. 1 

117.6 

44.6' 

•  53.7 

77.0  ' 

July  25 

68.9  . 

79.  1 

115.6 

42.6' 

:  50.7 

75.0 

Aug  25  : 

66.9  . 

77.0 

113.6 

40.6 

49.7 

73.0 

Sept  25  . 

56.8 

68.9  . 

103.4 

39.5 

46.6 

68.9 

Oct  25 

62.9 

73.0  : 

103.4 

39.5  . 

:  46.6 

67.9 

Nov  25  : 

62.9 

71.0  . 

103.4  : 

39.5 

47.6 

67.9 

1/    Official  standards  of  the  United  States  for  wool  and  wool  tops. 
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,Tlie  exports  of  wool  manufactures  from  Great  Britain  decreased 
during  November  except  for  worsted  piece  goods  which  were  slightly  high- 
er than  last  month  but  over  1  million  pounds  less  than  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  a  cablegram  .received  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Foley  st  London 
The  exports  of  woolen  and  worsted  yarns  amounted  to  4,122,000  pounds  com- 
pared with  4,547,000  pounds  in  October  and  4,074,000  pounds  during  Novem- 
ber 1928.     Exports  of  woolen  and  worsted  piece  goods  were  considerably 
lower  during  November  amounting  to  10,814,000  square  yards  compared  with 
11, "104,000  square  yards  in  October  and  12,492,000  sauare  yards  in  November 
1928 .        '  ' 

Imports  of  wool  into  Great  Britain  during  November  amounted  to 
nearly  49  million  pounds  compared  with  22  million  pounds  last  month  and 
34  million  pounds  last  year.    The  following'  table  compares  the  exports 
and  imports  of  wool  and  wool  manufactures  for  November  1926-1929  and 
October  1929. 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Trade  in  wool  and  wool  manufactures,  November 

1926-1929  and  October  1929 


Exports  and  imports 

;  Unit 

:  Nov. 

:  Oct 

:  1926 

:     1927  : 

1923 

:  1929 

:  1929 

:  Thou- 

:"  Thou-  : 

Thou- 

: Thou- 

:  Thou~ 

:  sands  " 

:  sands  : 

sands' 

:  s  and  s 

:  sands 

Experts  - 

Wool  

:  pound 

:  8,300 

:  7,700: 

6,300 

:  5,900 

:  5,700 

Totds  

it 

:  3,000 

:  3,400: 

2,800 

:  2,900 

:  3,300 

Yarn s ,  woolen  .  . . 

•  ii 

:  600 

:  716: 

637 

:  671 

:  737 

Yarns,  worsted  .  . 

•  tt 

3,515 

:  4,436: 

3,337 

:  3,451 

:  3,310 

Tissues,  woolen  . 

.  sQ  yd 

:  9,789 

.  12,587: 

6,251 

:  7,595 

:  7,975 

Tissues,  worsted 

•     ti  ii 

:    3 , 507 

:  3,765: 

4,241 

:  3,219 

:    3 , 129 

.Flannels  and 

delaines 

it  it 

518 

:        620 : 

316 

443 

:  .  464 

Carpets  and  rugs 

it  ii 

:  506 

:  688: 

490 

593 

:  635 

Noils   

pound 

1,600 

1,500: 

1,700 

1,500 

1,100 

it     .  ! 

1,400 

2,000: 

1,700: 

1,200 

1,000 

ti  . 

3,452 

3 , 564 : 

2,982. 

2,128, 

3,136 

Imports  ~  : 

Wool  •   : 

pound 

54,800 

46, 100: 

34,500: 

48,700 

22,000 

Tods  <   : 

ii 

170: 

230: 

160. 

100 

200 

Waste  and  noils  .  : 

ii  > 

200 

400: 

300: 

300 

200 

ii  i 

1,644: 

1,469: 

1,676: 

1,675: 

1,345 

Tissues,  woolen  .  ! 

S3  yd  : 

2,019: 

2,399: 

1,962: 

2,167 

3,225 

Tissues,  worsted  : 

ti     ii  . 

563  : 

638: 

477 : 

360. 

451 

Carpets  and  rugs  : 

n     ii  . 

438: 

735: 

617: 

694. 

756 

Woolen  rags    : 

pound  : 

5,420: 

4,200: 

3,960: 

4,032 

6,160 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  cabled 


reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Foley  at  London. 


V/00L-22 


-  13 


Unemployment  slightly,  increased 

-  Unemployment  incr.e.'ased  slightly  in  the  British  wcol  textile  industry 
during  October  as  indicated  Toy.  the  number  of.  unemployed  persons  registered 
a.t.  .the  •  enplo.yne.nt  exchanges  of  Bradford,  Huddersf  ield,  :H-lifax,.  Dews bury, 
Batloy-'and  Morley.    However,  the.  sorting,  conbing  and  carding  sections  of  the 
industry  showed. a  slight  inprovenent  over  last.nonth  and  the  worsted  weaving 
industry  shewed  considerable  inprovenent  over  September  according  to  data 
published  by  the.  Leeds  Office  of  the  Ministry  of.  .Labour.  .£11  branches  cf  the 
wool  textile. .industry  were  better  employed, than  during;  October  1928  except 
worsted  spinners.    The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  unemployed 
textile  workers  registered  in  the  T/est  Riding  employment  exchanges  from  July 
to  October  1929  and  October  1928.  ...  ,. 

..  ITumbe.r-  Of  persons. .unemployed  in  the  British  wool  textile  . 

industry,  registered  in  the  V/est  Riding  employment  exchanges  if 


Manufacturing           •  1928  :  1929 

processes               .  ^t"  \  •  Jt^  j    Jug        ~  .  Sept  \  Oct 

Sorting   '              :  829  .   \  675  664  '  718  :  692 

gashing  and  preparing     •  1,285  j  957  :  "  1,026      :     1,099  :  1,269 

Combing                              ,  2,382  \  1,805  :     1,602    ■  :-  •  -1,8-09  :  1,760 

Carding                               '.  1,403-  914  :     1,035       :     1,150  "...'1,119 

Spinning,  woolen.   805  ]  '■  518  :        527'  510  :  613 

Spinning,  worsted  ....  ;  3,191  '  \  .4,214  :  '  3,686      :     2,"948  :  3,290 

Weaving,  woolen                "  2,538  "  1,230  :     1,243      :     1,834  :  2>035 

Weaving,  worsted              :  2,031  :  3,394  :     3,4,10      '     2,190  :  1,581 

•  •  •  • 

Compiled  from  data  published  by  the  Leeds  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 


l/  Including  Bradford,  Huddersf  iold,  Halifax,  Dews bury,  Bat  Icy  and  LTorley. 
Germany 

The  Go  man  market  was  good  during  Hovember^  according  to.  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Steore  at  Berlin.    [The  market  for  tops  and  noils  was  very  active 
at  Bremen  the  first  half  of  November  but  somewhat  quieter  during  the  second 
half  of  the  month.    The  improvement  in  industrial  activity  reported  last 
month  has  been  maintained  especially  in  the  worsted  section  of  the  trade. 
The  activity  of  worsted  spinning  was  reported  as  73  per  cent  in  May,  83  per 
cent  in  June  and  93  per  cent  at  the  on  1  of  October.    The  per  cent  of  union 
workers  in  the  wool  industry  fully  employe-:  -.'airing  August  was  74  per  cent, 
September  71  and  October  69 • 

Stocks  of  tops  in  the  commission  combing  establishments  of  Germany 
on  December  1  were:  about  2,400,000  pounds  less  than  on  November  1,  1929,  and 
about  900, OeO  pounds  less  than  on  December  1,  1928.    Stocks  of  merino  tops 
on  December  1,  1929  amounted  to  4,7<*7,000  pounds  raid  crossbred  tops  to 
9,469,099  pounds. 


TOPS:    Stocks  held  by  Continental  commission  combing  establish- 
ments, 1928  and  1929 


Location  and 

:  1926 

1529 

description 
of  wool 

|  :iov  1 

:  Dec  1 

Oct  1 

:        ITov  1 

J      Dec  1 

Belgium  - 

Tier  i  no  

Crossbred  .. 

:  1,000 
'•  pounds 

•  3,135 

•  2.778 

:  1,000- 
:  pounds 

:  2,465 
2,544 

•  ,  1,000 

pounds 

:  2,890- 
:  3,869 

1,000 
•  pounds 

:  2,573 
4.178 

:  1,000 

!  'ocunds 

:  1,914 
:  3.966 

I  5,913 

:  5,009 

;  6,779 

\  6,751 

\  5,880 

Germany  - 

Crossbred  . . . 

.  3,327 
-10,599 

!  6,409 
'.  8,706 

:  9,087 
10.650 

:  6,577 
10.229 

:  4,747 
:  9.469 

Total   

18,72  6 

:  15,117 

;       19  ,'757 

16 ,606 

!  14,216 

France  -  : 
Crossbred  ...  : 

15,062 
15,706 

!  10,622 
:  12.9S5 

16,400  • 
16,522 

15,485 
:  18.042 

:  12,348 
16,413 

(Dotal   

26,76S  ' 

,  25 ,605  \ 

54,722  ; 

31,525  ; 

23,761 

Italy  -  : 

Merino    : 

Crossbred  ...  : 

813 
U936  ! 

:        615  : 
1.501  • 

1,576  .: 
2.729 

1,058  : 
2.623 

785 
2,249 

!  2",  749 

!  2,116 

4,305 

1         3,681  ! 

[        3 , 034 

Compiled  from  cabled  reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Steere  at  Berlin. 


Belgium 

The  Belgium  market  v/as  active  during  "ovember  and  the  improvement 
reported  last  month  was  maintained.    The  '»futuros"  market  reported  a  turn- 
over of  1,550,000  pounds  in  ITov  caber  compared  with  2,385,000  pounds  in 
October.    The  quantity  of 'wool  and  yarn  passing  through  the  conditioning 
house  :it  Vorviors  was  1^-ss  than  last  month  but  the  quantity  of  tops  increased. 
Stocks  of  tops  hold  in  commission  combing  establishments  declined  about  12 
P~r  cent  but  are  still  about  870,000  j)ounds  greater  than  last  year. 
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V/OOLj     Imports  intc  Belgium,  Czechoslovakia,  Franco,  Germany,  Italy, 
Japan,  Poland,  United  Kingdom  and  United  States  for  specified 

months,  1929 


Country  and  item 

June 

:  July 

•      Augus  t 

•  September 

I  October 

1,000 

;  1,000 

;  1,000 

\  1,000 

;  ■  1,000 

1 1 1  i'v.,  o 

f  >U  Ulll.iD 

|J  U  LI IIL. O 

Belgium  - 

',7o ol ,  greasy  ...... 

21,657 

;  15,195 

j  '14,204 

10,866 

;          7 , 04  9 

Uool  scntirod 

*-J  \J  ^ 

:             A 1  Q 

'  2^-6 

r^hz  X 

Total   

X  -  ,  U  tU*-> 

J,  X  ,  X  X  ^ 

Czechoslovakia  - 

,  5, oil 

i  5,291 

!  •  1,964 

;  If 

\  If 

Franco,  raw  and  cn 

.  74,294 , 

|  48,149 

!  30,766 

.  26,602 

5  1/ 

Germany  - 

V/ool,  merino,  greasy 

r.nd  -washed  ..... 

.  15,739 

16,093  , 

■   11,706  . 

6,155   . . 

j  4,700 

Wool ,  -merino, 

scoured  .  .„  

1,071 

1,519  : 

1,307  : 

1,057  • 

;  1,209 

Wool,  crossbred, 

greasy  and 

17,155  j      9,045  ; 

9,659  ; 

.        4,851  .  ! 

5,025 

Wool,  crossbred,  . 

scoureu  

1.087  ! 

1,077  ! 

1.160  j 

•            778  ; 

1.215  . 

Total  ... 

55,032  : 

27,752  ; 

23.852  : 

12.839'  : 

12.149 

Italy- 

t 

} 

V/ool,  greasy  

10,264  : 

7,535  : 

6,255  ; 

1,298  . 

977  « 

789  ; 

Total  .... 

11,562  ! 

8,512  5 

7,044  : 

y  "! 

u 

Japan  - 

11,153  i 

.    7,068  \ 

3,801  ': 

ay  = 

Ij 

Poland  - 

3 ,  234  ■  ; 

j 

2,998  : 

2,026  j 

U  ! 

XI 

United  Kingdom  - 

t 

70,297  : 

39,009  : 

32,772  : 

18,125  : 

21,997 

United  States  - 

5 

16,084  : 

18,421  : 

16,631  . 

18,091  - 

19,255 

Compiled  from  reports  cabled  by  the  Agricultural  Commissioners  at 
Berlin  and  London  and  reports  from  the  International  Institute  of  Agriciilture 
at  Rome. 

if  Hot  reported. 
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Franco 

The  market  for  tops  and  noils  was  good  during  the  first  of  the  month 
but  was  rather  quiet  towards  the  end  of  ITovonber.    Industrial  activity  v/as 
good  and  inportant  new  orders  were  received  from  both  the  domestic  and  the 
export  trade* 

Prices  of  crossbred  56s  tops  declined  3  cents  and  nerino  64s  tops 
declined  5  cents  during  the  nonth.    Cape  noils  and  Australian  nerino  ard 
crossbred  noils  all.  declined  2  cents  below  the  price  on  ITovenber  1.  Merino 
and  Cheviot  yarns,  however,  advanced  2  cents  per  pound  during  the  nonth, 
according  to  Lloyd  V.  Steere,  American  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  Berlin. 

T/OOL,  TOPS  AIJD  YARIIj    Price  per  pound  in  France,  specified  dates, 

1929 


Item             t  june  1 

tjuly  4 

:Aug  29 

{Oct  3 

:-ITov  1 

r    Dec  5 

,  Cents 

Cents 

,  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Tops,  Australian- 

Merino  64s  warp   

97.3 

93.3 

89.2 

1     82.1  1 

77.0 

87.2  . 

.  79.1 

!     74.0  j 

71.0 

.  64.9 

61.8 

Tops,  argentine  - 

81.1  . 

75.0 

70.0  j 

68.9 

;  60.8  ; 

57.3 

Noils- 

Austmlian  murino  .. 

92.4 

81.7 

.  30.9 

78.2 

71.1  . 

69.3 

Australian  crossbrec" 

75.5  . 

63.1 

.     57. S'  . 

58.6 

49.8  . 

43. C 

0 ri jp o   ••»•••«••«•••••  4 

j  92.4 

.  87.1 

1     85.3  . 

.     76.4  j 

74.6 

Yarn  - 

ino     ♦  *  *  •  ••••••  »  •  • 

121.3  . 

115.5  . 

112.0  . 

103.1  . 

104.4  .' 

106*2 

Cheviot   

:     89.7  '-. 

88. 0- ' 

:     86.2  | 

80.9 

.     80.9  | 

82.6 

Stocks  of  tops  in  commission  combing  establishments  in  France  un 
December  1  v/oru  nearly  3  million  pounds  loss  than  on  November  1,  1929  but 
were  5  million  pounds  greater  than  on  December  1,  1923.    Stocks  of  merino  tops 
were  12,343,000  pounds  and  crossbred; tops  16,413,000. 

The  quantities  of  wool,  tops  and  yarn  passing  through  the  conditioning 
houses  at  Roubaix  and  Tourcoing  during  ITovembor  v/ere  somewhat  less  than 
last  month.    The  quantitv.  of  tops  was  over  1  million  pounds  less  than  in 
October  and  the  quantity  of  yarn  weighed  was  nearly  600,000  pounds  less  than 
last  month. 
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V/OOL,  "OPS  A1TTD  YAR1T:    Amount  passing  through  conditioning  houses 
at  Bradford, Roubaix,Tourcoing  and  Verviers,  1929 


Location  and 
class 

June 

.  July 

!    Aug  ! 

Sept 

\  Oct 

\  Nov 

X  ,  UuU 

t   non  ! 

l.UUU 

X  ,  u  e  e 

X  ,  U  JO 

X  ,  U  JU 

IJUUI  1U.  u 

1  fJUUIluu 

PU  UiiU.t> 

dj  uUi  u  ru.  — 

w JUi    •  •••«•• 

!  77A 

77T 

•  r-  (fx 

:  R7P 

VDO 

1  Up£>     ......  , 

'<    Q  '4/ 
O  ,  004 

'4    (AT  "7 
O  ,  Ol  f 

/  ion 

4 ,  <-><j  ( 

'A    n  A  % 

o  ,  i  bo 

I  t-i  1  XJ  ........ 

a.  •>  .7 

IIS 
•  JLJ.O 

1  AR 

(J  l  Hi 

fl  U  U  UU.  X^— 

v/OOl    .......  ' 

214 

196  ! 

f.O 

Top 2  ' 

1  4,317 

4,740  : 

fA     O/!  Z1  1 
O  ,  J<r4r 

4,000 

C.  ',1799 
D  ,  j 

A    "7A  A 
0  ,  '  OD 

Yar  n    1 

1,448 

1,290  : 

i,...yy 

T    r\  n  r>  1 
±  ,  UUr  > 

1   ■  CO!!  « 

1  ,DoO 

Tourcoing  -  : 

V/ool    : 

2,564  ; 

2,416  : 

2,478  ■  : 

2,319 

2,994  i 

2,700 

Tops    : 

.  7,174  ! 

6,779  5 

7,831  : 

5,873  J 

8,699  : 

8,571 

Yarn  

2,244  : 

2,138  : 

'   2,277  ' 

1,976  : 

2,438  = 

2,015 

Verviors  - 

:  : 

V/ool   

2,687 

2,846  ' 

2,083  : 

1,351'  s 

3,513  : 

-  2,886 

Tops    - 

227       :         220  - 

211  : 

124  . 

:        406  ; 

522 

Yarn                  ;        716      :        675  ; 

747  • 

:  296 

:        820  : 

769 

Compiled  from  cabled  reports  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Steere 


at  Berlin  and  Consul  Thomson  at  Bradford. 

World  V/ool  Supply  Situation 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  the  world  wool  supply  situation 
since  our  Last  report,  production  estimates  for  10  \J  countries  which  supply 
a  little  over  3/4  of  the  world's  clip  exclusive  of  Russia  and  China,  now  point 
to  a  clip  in  the  neighborhood  of  2,488  million  pounds  or  about  the  same  as 
last  year.    Including  the  carryover  from  the  1928-29  season  supplies  at  the 
beginning  of  the  current  season  were  estimated  at  about  1§-  per  cent  above  the 
preceding  season. 

Canada_ 

It  is  now  possible  to  make  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  1929  Canadian 
wool  clip  due  to  the  recent  receipt  of  official  sheep  returns  for  this  year. 
V/ool  production  is  now  estimated  at  approximately  21,000,000  pounds  an  increase 
of  about  7  per  cent  above  the  large  clip  of  1928.    Preliminary  shenp  returns 
show  that  in  Juno,  1929  there  were.  3,728,000  sheep  and  lambs  in  Canada  com- 
pared with  only  3,416,000  in  1928  an  increase  of  9  per  cent.    Of  this  number 
2,042,000  were  reported  as  adult  sheep  against  1,910,000  a  year  ago,  and 
1,686,000  as  lambs  against  1,506,000  last  y<»ar« 

1/    Uniuod  8 talcs,  Canada,  United  Kingdom,  France ,  Germany,  Argentina,  Uruguay, 
Australia,  ITew  Zealfnd,  Union  of  South  Africa, 
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Australia 

Reports  state;  that  toward  the  -nj.ddlo  of. IJovorib».<r  sensorial  prospects  in 
Australia  had  inprovod  gonorally.    Y/hilo  there  have  beun  unofficial  reports 
to  the  effect  that  the'  estimate  of  the  Australian-. clip  nay  be  revised  down- 
ward no  official  conf irnation-of  this  lias  been  received  and  the  latest 
estimate  still  stands  at. 925,000,000  pounds  compared  with  950,000,000  in  1928. 

In  South  Australia,  -/here  the  drought  was  the  worst  in  the  history  of 
the  state  she  up  numbers  cn  Juno  30,1929  v/ero  estimated  at  approximately 
7,000,000  including  winter  lambs . compared  with  7,900,000  on  June  '30,1928 
according  to  Consul  Thomas"  C.  T/assori.    3Jh-i  flocks  have  been  heavily  depleted 
by  mortality  due  to  the  drought,  states  the  Consul,  losses  being  estimated  at 
over  500,000.    This  state,  however,  supports  only  -about  l/l4  -of  the  number 
of  sheep  in  Australia. 

Argentina 

The  now  clip  has  boon  slow  in  .arriving-  on  the  market  in  Argentina  and 
the  supply  of  super-coarse'  crossbred's  is  scarce.    In  Patagonia,  where  the 
fine  crossbred  predominates,  shearing  was  sat  is factory  and  the  wool  is  of 
much,  finer  quality  than  that  of  last  season.    Blorepver  the  break  in  the 
staple  -so  noticeable  last  season  is  net  in  evidence  this  seas.on. 

Uruguay 

The  wool  clip  as  previously  reported  is  estimated  to  be  about  8  per 
cent  above  that  of  last  year.    Owing  to  the  dry  winter  the  wool  is  relatively 
free  from  defects,  the  quality  in  general  is  superior,  to  that  of  the  last 
clip  and  the  length  of  the  staple  is  considered  up  to  standard,  states  the 
Anglo-South  American  Bank,  Ltd. '  in  its  weakly  report. 

Union  of  South  Africa 

The  quality  of  this  season's  wool  in  the  Union  is  reported  as  sound, 
denoo  and  full  of  life  and  lust  ft  r  according  to  Llr .  R.  P.  Hannam,  President  of 
the  Port  Elizabeth  Produce  Association  States  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner 
Edward  B.  Laws  on.    The  wool  is  brighter,  more  showy,  less  dusty  and  possibly 
slightly  more  greasy  than  last  year's.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
given  notice  that  the:  government  intends  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  im- 
pose a  total . levy  of  2^  cents  on  each  bale  of  wool  exported  from  the  Union 
beginning  January  1,  1930.    An  inspection  feo  of  1  cent  per  pound  and  a  special 
foe  of  23  cents  p  ;r  pound  will  be  levied  on  each  bale  according  to  a  Router 
cable  to  the  Yorkshire  Observer.    This  fee  was  proposed  at  a  conference  of 
leading  wool  farmers,  representative  of  agricultural  and  wool  organization, 
government  officials  and  members  of  the  wool  trade,  states  Assistant  Trade 
Commissioner  Laws on,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  fund  available  for  research 
work,  organizing  wool  farmers  and  conducting  a  vigorous  publicity  campaign 
in  South  Africa  and  overseas  to  encourage  the  use  of  woolen  materials. 

Lambing 

Australia 

A  41.7  per  cent  winter  (April-July)  lambing  in  South  Australia  in 
1929  was  the  lowest  since  1915  which  was  only  44.6.     Last  year  the  percentage 
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was  53.    It  is  estimated  that  2,807,000' ov/os  were  mated  and  1,170,755  lambs 
narked  states  the  Pastoral"  Review;    South  Australia  carries  about  7  per  cent 
of  the  sheep  in  Australia.* 

New  Zealand  •  •    •     -  - .  .   '■  

This  season's  lambing  in  How  Zealand  is  reported  as  ;very  satisfactory. 
As  there  was  .a  larger  number  of  brooding  ewes  than  during  the  .preceding  season 
the  lamb  crop  will  probably  be  larger  than  the  large  number  of  13,178,972 
reported  for  1928  although  the  percentage  of  lambs  to  ewes  mated  may  be  smaller. 

Ar&cuti  na  . 

In  the  southern  provinces  of  Argentina  which  constitute  Patagonia 
winter  lambing  was  progressing  satisfactorily  although  exact  results  are  not 
yet  available. 

■  Receipts,  disposals  and .stocks  in  primary  markets 
Season  1929-30  ' 

v/ool  supplies  in  the  two  largest  primary  markets ,  Australia  and  Argentina 
as  indicated. by  receipts  into  store  and  stocks  on  hand  were 'smaller  at  the  be- 
ginning of  November  than  they  were  last  year  at  the  same  time.  Smaller  supplies 
from  those  two  countries  are  to  be  expected  for  the  season  1929-30  due  to  re- 
ported decreased  clips  as  a  result  of  drought.    In  addition  offerings  at  all 
Australian  centers  arc' being  reduced' 33  per  cent  Up  to  Christmas  while  after 
that  date  they  are,  to  be  spread  evenly  as  far  as  possible  up  to  June  30.    Up  to 
November  1  receipts  into  store  in  these  two  countries  were  about  6  per  cent  be- 
low the  corresponding  period  of  1928.    Shipments'  too,  were  12  por  cent  below 
a  year  ago  with  stocks  on  hand  about-  2  per  cent  lower.    Of  the  5,217,000  pounds 
of  wd  ol  shipped  from  Argentina  from  October  1  tO'  November  7,  1929,  approximately 
41  per  cent  'cane  to  the  United  States  and  26  per  cent  went  t©  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  Uruguay,  where  an  8  per  cent  larger  clip  has  been  reported  for  this 
year,  shipments  for  the  first  part  of  the  new  season  from  October  1  to  November 
7  have  greatly  exceeded  those  for  the  same  period  of  1928  amounting  to  879,000 
pounds  against  only  162,000  pounds  last  year  according  to  the  report  in  the 
Review  .of  the  River  Plate.    Lost  of  this  largo  increase  in  shipments,  however, 
probably  consisted  of  wool  of  the  preceding  clip  as  a  considerable  quantity  was 
reported  as  carried  over  into  the  present  season.  The  bulk  of  the  wool  went  to 
France  and  Italy.    No  v/ool  up  to  that  date  had  been  reported  as  shipped  to  the 
United  States  or  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Owing  to  the  reported  20  per  cent  fall 
in  prices  at  the  early  London  sales  and  reports  of  large  stocks  on  hand  in  con- 
suming countries  the  Uruguayan  Government  was  taking  under  consideration  the 
lowering  of  export  duties  on  v/ool  according  to  a  report  from  Consul  General  c. 
Carrigan,  Montevideo,  dated  November  1,  1929,    It  was  proposed  to  lower  the 
customs  valuation  of  raw  wool,  washed  and  semi  washed  wool  from  £22.88  per 
100  pounds  to  3518.48,  the  new  values  to  go  into  effect  on  November  1,  1929 
and  to  remain  effective  for  three  months.       There  has  been  no  export  duty 
on  washed  wool  but  the  raw  and  semi  washed  wdols  each  paid  4  por  cent  on  the 
above  valuation.    The  duties  and  other  taxes  on  100  pounds  of  raw  or  semi  washed 
wool  amounted  to  ftl«21  in  each  case. 
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Estimated  production  in  the  grease,  average  1909-1913, 

annual  1925-1929 


:  Average 
Country        :  19  09  -1913 

 :  U  

:  1925 

:  1926 

:  1927 

:  1928 

:  1929 
:  Pre lira - 
:  in  ary 

:  1,000 
United  States:        :  pounds 
fleece   :  272,248 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 
:  245,562 
:  46,800 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 
:  260,976 
.      49 , 600 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

281,914 
:      50 , 100 

:  1,000 
:.   pounds  • 
:  299,113 
5.1,900 

:.    1 , 000 
:  pounds 
.  301,856 

Total                 .  :  313,648 

:  292,362 

:   '310  ,576 

:  332,014 

!  351,013 

Canada  :      13, 188 

United  Kingdom  and: 

Irish  Free  State  :;    13  6,021 
France  :  81,600 

Uruguay   :     133, 101 

Australia  :  727,709 

New  Zealand   :  179,942 

Union  of  S.  Africa:  157,690 

:  15,553 

109,853 
:  44,974 
:  50,160 
.  319,000 
116,000 
833,739 
200,205 
235,081 

:  17,960 

:  114,567 
:  46,517 
:  41,830 
363  ,  000 
.  129,000 
924,411 
202,386 
249 , 159 

:  18,673 

:  118,537 
•2/  50,180 
:  35,900 
•  331,000 
131,000 
888, 130 
228,9.60 
273,000 

:  19,611 

:  119,690 
:2/  49,840 
:2/  33,600 
:  .343,000 
:  139,000 

950,000 
5/245,696 

283,000 

:2/  21,000 

:3/ 117, 700 
:2/  48,580 
:2/  31,900 
:  4/330, 000 
:£/ 150, 000 
4/925,000 
2/260,000 
4/302,000 

Total  10  coun.'  : 
reporting  all  : 
periods  :2, 077, 713  • 

2, 170 , 127  . 

2,349,806 

2,357,294' 

2,482,550 

2,488,045 

•   Estimated  world  : 

product  ion, excl:  : 
of  Russia,  and      :  : 
China  6/   : 2, 774, 000: 

2,903,000: 

3,089,000: 

3,087,000 

3,213,000: 

Russia  :  7/330, 3 11: 

China,  exports  37,318: 

261,000: 
56 , 8 17 : 

301,800: 
27,791: 

329,800: 
48,037 : 

350,250: 
64 , 845 : 

Includes  wool  shorn  in  the  spring  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  that 
shorn  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  sane  calendar  year  in  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere.    For  complete  reference  to  sources,  unless  given  "below,   see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  February  11,  1929. 

1/  Average  for  .years  1909-1913  whenever  available,  otherwise  for  any  year 
or  years  sritliin  cr  near  this  period  for  which  estimates  are-  available. 

2/  on  official  estimate  of  sheep  numbers  at  date  nearest  shearing  t  ime. 

3/  JJased  on  method  of  estimating  used  by  the  Yorkshire  Observer. 

4/  ?r.fcir.&l;<5  furnished  by  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

5/  i"~  Ly  ';,v  *  Co.1  s  estimate  in  bales  multiplied  by  average  weight  for 
season  fjirnis-hed  by  Consul  General  Ldvrrie,  Wellington,  July  29,  1929. 

6/  Totai«5  pul'Ject  tc  revision.    Few  countries  publish  official  wool 
production  fi^nes.     In  the  tbj.-ence  of  official  figures  for  most  countries 
various  estimates  have  been  used.-    Some  have  been  supplied  by  government 
represent  at  ires  abroad:  others  by  multiplying  official  sheep  numbers  by  an 
average  weight  per  fleece.     For  some  principal  exporting  countries  exports 
alone,  or  exports,  stocks  and  domestic  Consumption  have  been  used  as  represent-  | 
ing  production.     In  the  case  of  some  Asiatic  countries  rough  commercial  esti- 
mates have  been  used  whi.le  the  figures  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Commerce  or  the  National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers  have  been  used  for 
some  other  countries. 

7/  Year  1916. 
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Receipts,  disposals  and  stocks  1929-30  and  1928-29 
clips  with  comparisons 


Country,  iton  and  period  :  Quantity 


1929-50  clip  ■                           ,  1.000  pounds 

Australia:  ij 

Receipts:'-  From  July  1  to  November  1,  1929   :  %]  496,549 

Sane  period  1928  :  520,902 

Disposals;  Fron  July  1  to.  TTov ember  1,  1929   151,209 

Sane  period',  1028  *  ;  169,640 

Stocks  on  hand,  Uovunbor  '1,  1929  .....  '  :  345,340 

Sane  date,  1928                                                 :  351,262 

Argentina; 

Receipts  at  Central  Produce  Market-  : 

July  1,  1929. to  Kovenber  6,  1929   :  6,625 

Sane  period,  1928  ..  ................  13,863 

:  Shipments  October 'l,  1929  i'o  ITovcnbcr  7,  192'9   :  5,217 

.■Sane  period,  1928'   7,530 

Stocks  at  Central  Produce  Market-' 

ITovonber  6,  1929  :  4,905 

Sane  date,  1928  t  7,050 

.Uruguay:  ,  \\  '. 

Shipments*.  October  .1,  1929  to  ITovcnber  7,  1929    S79 

Same  period,  1928   162 

Union  of  South  Africa-  1  : 

Shipments;.  July  1,  1929  tc  ITovonber  15,  1929   :  50,660 

Same  period,  1928  ...... j  >  49,64t 

1926-29  clip 

Australia:  \J 

Receipts;     Fron  July  1,  1928  t.o  June  30,  1929   :.;g  /  834,051 

Sane  period  1927-28   :  743,821 

Disposals;  From  July  1,  1923  to  June  .30,  1929  820,317 

'Sane  period  1927-28   :  733,961 

Stocks  on  hand  June  30,  1929   :  13,734 

Same  date,  1928   :  :  9,860 

Argentina*  • 
Receipts  at  Central  Produce  Market,  Buenos  Aires-  • 

Season  July  1,  1928  to  June  26,  1929   :  99,646 

Sane  period  1927-28  :  91,905 

Shipments:     October  1,  1928  to  September  30,  1929  ...  ♦  317,136 

Sane  period,  1927-28                                        :  293,854 

Stocks  in  Argentina  :  • 

On  September  30,  1929                                                      :  :  25,002 

Sane  date,  1928                                                                :  13,520 

Uruguay;  : 

Receipts;    Up  to  February  4,  1928                                       :'  119,000 

Feburary  6,  1929                                                 :  121,000 

March  1,  1929                                                       :4_/  126,841 

April  1,  1929'  ,                                                   s4/  128,275 

Shipnentsj  October  1,  192S  to  September  30,  1929    127,559 

Sane  period  1927-23  •              :  131,468 

Stocks.        April  16,  192S.    Stocks  for  disposal , snail  ; 

April  11,  1929                                                      :  15,872 

May  8,  1929   '              :4/  10,912 

August  31,  1929                                                   ;4/  3,92S 

Continued 
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Receipts,  disposals  and  stocks  1929-30  and  1928-29  clips 
with  comparisons,-  Ccnt-d 


••Country,  item  and  period     :.  ..    .  Quantity 


*  .!.'-.  -i-.OOQ  pounds 

Union  of  South  Africa:  ,  • 

Exports:  July  1,  1928  to  Junr  30,  1929  •  ■  263,000 

•  Same  'per  iod,  1927-28  . .  .....:  273,000 

Stocks*  of  unsoid  .vool  : 

"  "      August  '31,' 1929...... -5/oJ  10,176 

11      "  »•      Augast  31,  1928  :5/  7,629 

New  Zealand:  _  • 

Shipments:        July' 1,' 1928  -'June  39,  1929   :  244,113 

Same  period  1927-26  ....... '. ..;  226,455 

Stocks:  June  30,  1929   ;...:  27,500 

June  30,  1928  ........ . ".. .. :  18,800 


Aastralia;     Season  1928-29  -  Estimates  of 'National  Council  of  Wo»l 
Selling  3rokers,  Consul  General  Arthur  Garrels,  Melbourne,  July  10,  1929. 
Weight  per  bale  from  Country  Life  and  Stock  and  Stat i on.  Journal ,  July  14, 
and  Dalgety's  Annual  Review',  1927-26,  page*.i9^'  'Season  1929-3C  -  Mallett's 
Weekly  Wool  Chart,  November  21,  1929.    Weight  per  bale,  Country  Life  and 
StoCK  and  Station  Journal,  October  18,  1929.     Argentina:  Receipts,  shipments, 
stocks  at  Central  Produce  Market ,  Review'  of  River  Plate.     Total  stocks  in 
Argentina,  cable  from  Buenos  Aires  Branch  First  National  3aruc  of  Boston. 
Uruguay :  Season  1926-29,  receipts,  Monthly  Review,  March,  Ban*  of: London 
and  South  America,  Ltd.,  and  Servicio  Informative  para  el  Exterior,  March 
and  April  1929.  '  Stocks,  April  11,  1929  and  May  8,  1929.    Wool  Record  and 
Textile  World,  April  11,  1929,  May  9,  1929  and  October  Review,  Bank  cf  London 
and  South  America, -Ltd. ,- shipment  s ,  Acting  Commercial  Attache  Spencer  B. 
Greene.     Season  1929-30  •-. Shipment s  -  Review  of  the  River  Plate.    Union  of 
South  Africa:     Stocks,  Monthly • Bullet  in  of  Union  Statistics.    Exports,  fircps 
and  Markets  of  Union  of  South  Africa,  Augast  1929.    New  Zealand;    -Shipments  - 
1927-28  and  1928-29  Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Wellington,  July  29.  Stocks, 
Monthly  Abstract  of  Statistics,  August  26,  1929. 

1_/  These  figures  concern  only  the  clip  of  the  season  designated. 

2/  Have  used  average  weight  of  bale  for  July-September,  1929  as 
estimated  by  the  National  Council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers.    No  later  estimate 
available  as  yet.  .   

3_/  Converted  to  pounds  by.  using  estimate  of  average  weight  per  bale  or 
310  pounds  as  furnished  by  the  National  Council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers  of 
Australia,  July-Ju'ne  1928-29,  compared  .with  an  average  Of  304  pounds  for 
period  July  1  to  June  30,  1927-.26.  .    .  . 

4/  No  corresponding  estiir.at.es  for  preceding  year  available. 

5/  Scoured  wool  changed  ,t.o  .gre.ase  .on  basis  of  60  per  cent  loss  in 
scouring.  .  ,  . ,. 

6_/  Practically,  all  inferior  sorts. 
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